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More than 183,000 homes have been certified to the National
Green Building Standard (NGBS) certification program and
another 122,000 units are currently in the pipeline.
As the only residential green building standard approved by the
American National Standards Institute, the program requires
incorporating sustainable strategies in multiple areas of design
and construction.
The leadin g ar eas of the country for certified projects are (in
no particular order): Reno, Nev.; West Texas; Central Florida
(Tampa, Sarasota and Orlando); Dallas/Ft. Worth; North
Carolina; Delaware; Northern Virginia; and Albany, N.Y.
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Member at Large:
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Member at Large:
Cindy Collins
Execut ive Officer:
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A Look at NAHB's Bu ilder M em ber s
NAHB conducts
a member
census every
year to better
understand the
composition
and characteristics of the
people who
belong to its
organization.
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Sh ar e of Bu ilder M em ber s by
Pr im ar y Bu sin ess Act ivit y ? 2018
Sin gle-Fam ily Hom e Bu ildin g

61%

Residen t ial Rem odelin g

22%

Com m er cial Bu ildin g

5%

M u lt if am ily Bu ildin g

5%

Lan d Developm en t

4%

Com m er cial Rem odelin g 1%
M odu lar / Pan elized/ Log Hom es 1%

In its 2018
cen su s, NAHB
found that 32 percent of its members were builders ? those
whose primary business is single-family home building,
multifamily building, residential or commercial remodeling,
commercial building, land development, or manufacturing of
modular/panelized/log homes.
The remaining 68 percent were associate members ? those
involved in support industries and professions, such as trade
contractors, manufacturers, retailers/distributors, marketing
professionals, designers, and architects.
Roughly 61 percent of NAHB's builder members are singlefamily builders (spec/tract, custom, or general contracting), 22
percent are residential remodelers, 5 percent each are
commercial and multifamily builders, and 4 percent are land
developers. One percent each are commercial remodelers and
manufacturers of modular/panelized log homes.
NAHB?s builder members reported that they had a median of
five employees on payroll in 2018. Builder members started a
median of six housing units, up from five in 2017. The plurality
of builder members ? 21 percent ? started two or three units.
The median dollar volume of business among builder
members was $2.7 million in 2018, unchanged from 2017.
The median age of NAHB builder members was 57 in 2018,
unchanged from 2017. Fifty-three percent of members have
either a college or a graduate/professional degree.

Sept em ber Boar d
M eet in g - 9/ 12
11:15 AM @ HUB
New M em ber
Lu n ch eon
9/ 12 @ NOON
Locat ion : HUB,
In t .
Oct ober Boar d
M eein g - 10/ 10 @
NOON
Locat ion : Idah o
PIzza

FEM A Wor k in g on New Risk Rat in g Syst em
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has
initiated a long-term effort to transform the National Flood
Insurance Program to better reflect the actual risks
properties face.
Through the initiative, known as Risk Rat in g 2.0, FEMA
intends to create a more accurate and fair calculation of
structure-specific risks and improve the policy application
process. FEMA hopes the revised risk rating system will
compel more home owners to purchase flood insurance.

Lan dow n er s Win Du sk y Goph er Fr og Case
In a victory for property rights, a Louisiana family earlier
this month r each ed a set t lem en t with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in which the federal government agreed to
drop its efforts to designate "critical habitat" for the dusky
gopher frog on their land.
Now that the Fish and Wildlife Service has settled the case
in favor of the Louisiana landowners, the agency is working
on a proposed rulemaking to define the Endangered
Species Act term ?habitat.?

NAHB Opposes Sen at e En er gy Bill
NAHB opposes an energy bill introduced by Sens. Rob
Portman (R-Ohio) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) because it
would mandate excessive energy efficiency requirements
in model building energy codes, which harms housing
affordability. Th e Sen at e bill also might encourage the
Department of Energy to move beyond its current role as
a ?technical advisor ? and push overly prescriptive energy
targets.
NAHB instead supports bipartisan legislation introduced
in the House by Reps. Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.) and Bill
Flores (R-Texas) that offers a more cost-effective way to
encourage energy efficiency.

Repor t Look s at
M ix of Hou sin g
A new report from NAHB,
?Diversifying Housing
Options with Smaller Lots
and Smaller Homes,?
explores less traditional
h ou sin g t ypes that could
help meet the housing
needs of low- and
moderate-income
households.
The report looks at smaller
homes, duplexes,
townhouses, small-scale
multifamily and accessory
dwelling units (ADUs), and
offers best practices on
regulatory policies and
design options.

Law Abolish es
VA Loan Lim it s
President Trump has signed
a vet er an s h ealt h bill into
law that also abolishes the
conforming loan limits on
VA loans beginning Jan. 1,
2020 for veterans who do
not have an outstanding
loan guaranteed by the
Department of Veterans
Affairs.
The primary focus of the
legislation extends disability
compensation to Vietnam
War-era veterans who were
exposed to Agent Orange.

Gr an t s Br in g Sh op Class Back t o High Sch ools
The Skilled Labor Fund, designed to address the lack of skilled labor entering the residential
construction industry, has awarded more than $200,000 in grants to 42 local HBAs across the
country to pr ovide sk ills t r ain in g to high school students.
The Building Careers grant offers support for training programs provided largely by the Home
Builders Institute and Career Connections funds career fairs and events. The programs will
take place over the next two years and will engage roughly 24,000 students across the country.
The Skilled Labor Fund, managed by the National Housing Endowment, is a partnership of
NAHB, the National Association of the Remodeling Industry, the National Kitchen & Bath
Association, SGC Horizon and Hydrogen Advertising. The Fund focuses solely on skilled labor
for the residential market.

Pr oper t y Taxes Var y Con sider ably

Ru r al Hou sin g Ser vice Revises Ru les

A new study released by NAHB based on
the latest data available (2017) reveals a
nearly $11,000 difference in average
pr oper t y t ax bills among the most and
least expensive congressional districts.

A final rule by the Rural Housing Service will
provide increased flexibility for the agency
to facilitate and encourage single-close
con st r u ct ion loan s, which will stimulate
new construction, rehabilitation and
homeownership in rural areas.

The highest average property tax bill was
$11,389 in 2017, paid by home owners
residing in New York?s 17th congressional
district (Rockland County and portions of
Westchester County).
By contrast, the lowest average annual
real estate tax bill was $425, paid by home
owners in Alabama?s 4th district (Franklin,
Colbert, Marion, Lamar, Fayette, Walker,
Winston, Cullman, Lawrence, Marshall,
Etowah and DeKalb counties).
Changes in the tax code from the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act, which went into effect in
2018, capped the amount in state and
local property and income taxes that a tax
payer can deduct from their taxable
income. Tax payers can now only deduct
$10,000 in state and local taxes paid.

Single-close construction loans allow the
borrower to get a construction loan and a
permanent loan at the same time. When
construction is completed, the loan
becomes a traditional mortgage.
Additionally, the final rule will allow for the
reserve of regularly scheduled principal,
interest, taxes and insurance (PITI)
payments during the construction period.
The Rural Housing Service will also allow
single-close loans to be used for the
rehabilitation of existing dwellings upon
their purchase and eliminate maximum
interest rate cap requirements for all
single-family home loans.
The final rule was published July 22 in the
Federal Register.

Bu ildin g Per m it s f or Ju ly 2019:
Tw in Falls Cit y: 33
Jer om e Cit y: 5
M EM BER ADVANTAGE HIGHLIGHT:

In collaboration with ConstructionJobs.com,
NAHB offers this recruitment tool to all
NAHB members in their search for new
employees. NAHB members enjoy a 20
percent discount off standard rates for job
posting. Click HERE for more info!

Con gr at u lat ion s t o ou r 2019-2020
College of Sou t h er n Idah o
Sch olar sh ip Recipien t s:
$1,000 Recipien t s:
Don Caldw ell
Ian Com pt on
$250 Recipien t s:
Kaylee Agu ilar

M ar leigh Geer

Nya Fen t on

M acken zie Cr ist

M adelein e Flem in g
Br an don Sch eiss
Br ook lyn West on

Kyn dal East

